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Chapter 6.0 Environmental Resources and Related 
Systems 
 

6.1 Relationship to our Guiding Principles 

 

Environmental resources in unincorporated Greenburgh include wooded areas, 
wetlands and watercourses, steep slopes, soils, rock outcroppings and open space.  
These resources support a variety of wildlife and vegetation; provide ecological 
benefits, recreational opportunities and open space; and add to the character and 
livability of the Town.  On large publicly and privately owned parcels, environmental 
resources are more clearly separated from developed areas.  Across unincorporated 
Greenburgh’s roughly 18 square miles, close interactions between developed areas 
and environmental resources exist. Preservation and enhancement strategies for 
natural areas are discussed throughout this chapter.  

 

6.2 Environmental Resource Systems 
 

Climate, temperature, precipitation and winds affect unincorporated Greenburgh’s 
variety of wetlands, watercourses, vegetation and wildlife.  

 

6.2.1 Climate 
 

Unincorporated Greenburgh has a humid-continental climate typified by large seasonal 
temperature differences, with warm to hot (and often humid) summers, and cold 
(sometimes severely cold) winters.  The region’s climate is influenced by masses of cold
-dry air from the northern interior of the continent and warm-humid air from the south 
and southwest.  The combination of these air masses creates the principal temperate 
continental characteristics of the climate.  This area’s climate is also affected by 
proximity to the Atlantic Ocean.  The Atlantic  Multi-decadal Oscillation, a 70-year-long 
warming and cooling cycle in the Atlantic Ocean, also influences local weather 
patterns.  

 

6.2.2 Temperature 
 

The impact of the Atlantic Ocean helps to moderate temperatures in the area and 
reduce seasonal temperature extremes.  Summer temperatures are somewhat cooler 
than inland areas at similar latitudes. In the summer months, the average high 
temperature is 83°F, but it is not uncommon for the temperature to reach 90°F.  
Recorded highs have been in excess of 100°F.  On average, July is the warmest month 
and January is the coolest month of the year. Winter temperatures average 30°F, 
which are milder than those of inland areas of similar latitudes.  Low temperatures in 
January and February average 21°F, with the lowest recorded temperature being -10°F.  
Despite the noted averages, it appears that recently there has been an unpredictable 
variety of patterns with respect to temperature, precipitation and wind.  

Many developed 
areas throughout 
unincorporated 

Greenburgh contain 
vegetation and 

landscaping that 
complement our open 

space. 

Specific climate 
response strategies 

are discussed in 
Section 3.4 

(Greenhouse Effect 
and Climate Change) 
and in the Town of 

Greenburgh Climate 
Action Plan. Upon 

adoption by the Town 
Board, the Climate 
Action Plan will be 
incorporated as an 

appendix to this Plan. 



Chapter 6.0 Environment 

6-2 
9-28-16 

6.2.3 Precipitation  
 

Two different air masses, cold-dry and warm-humid, in combination with jet stream 
movement, provide the region with an abundant and fairly uniform supply of annual 
precipitation.  Average annual precipitation is approximately 45 inches. March is 
typically the wettest month of the year. Storm systems that move off the coast in the 
mid-Atlantic region occasionally stall, influencing weather in the region for several 
days. Between the months of October and April, the air masses also influence the 
formation of Nor'easters, which bring substantial amounts of precipitation and high 
winds. 

Average annual 
precipitation in 
unincorporated 
Greenburgh is 

approximately 45 
inches. 

In the summer, precipitation is associated with the passage of fronts and convective 
showers, while hurricanes and tropical storms during this time of year can dump more 
than seven inches of precipitation on the area. In August 2011, Tropical Storm Irene 
caused intense rainfall and flooding. Localized heavy rainfall from squall lines and 
intense thunderstorms are also common. Most precipitation in the winter months is 
produced by low pressure systems that form to the south and intensify as they move 
northeastward. Snowfall varies from year to year, with an average annual snowfall of 
25-40 inches. Nor’easter winter storms can produce heavy ice and snow.  

Superstorm Sandy satellite image, courtesy of NASA/NOAA 

The National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric 
Administration 

(NOAA) is a scientific 
agency within the 

United States 
Department of 

Commerce focused on 
the conditions of the 

oceans and the 
atmosphere. The 
NOAA's National 

Climatic Data Center 
is responsible for 

preserving, 
monitoring, assessing 
and providing public 

access to historic 
climate and weather 

data and information. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Department_of_Commerce
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Department_of_Commerce
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Department_of_Commerce
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oceans
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earth%27s_atmosphere
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6.2.4 Wind  
 

The Department of Energy's Wind Program and the National Renewable Energy 
Laboratory (NREL) publish a wind resource map for the State of New York. This 
resource map shows average wind speed estimates measured at 164 feet above the 
ground. Wind speeds in the area are varied because terrain obstacles such as 
topographic features, vegetation and buildings slow the wind speed. Wind speeds 
typically range from 0 to 14.1 miles per hour and are generally mild, averaging eight 
miles per hour, but gusts in excess of 60 miles per hour can occur. Winds commonly 
reach 40 miles per hour during storm events. Since 1950, there have been eight known 
tornadoes that have touched down or entered Westchester County. In 2006, the 
largest and strongest tornado (F2 category) to hit travelled from Tarrytown to 
Greenwich, Connecticut. In October, 2012, Superstorm Sandy produced very damaging 
winds causing downed trees on almost every street, dozens of closed roadways, and 
extensive power outages which took more than one week to fully restore. These types 
of events highlight the importance of having an all hazards mitigation plan, such as the 
one the Town Board adopted on October 12, 2011.  

Wind speeds typically 
range from 0 to 14.1 

miles per hour in 
unincorporated 

Greenburgh.  

Wind-thrown tree in Hartsdale 

6.3 Geology, Topography, Soils and Trees 
 

6.3.1 Geology 

According to the United States Geological Service (USGS), unincorporated Greenburgh 
is located on the Manhattan Prong in the “Highlands Province” area of New York State 
Geology. This area consists of metamorphic Fordham Gneiss and igneous rocks of the 
Late Precambrian and Early Paleozoic age. The Manhattan Prong is a smaller belt of 
ancient rock that extends from upland portions of southwestern Connecticut through 
Westchester County to the Bronx and Manhattan and includes segments of Brooklyn 
and Staten Island.  
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On August 23, 2011, 
the remnants of a 5.8 

magnitude 
earthquake that 

occurred in Virginia 
were felt in 

unincorporated 
Greenburgh. 

In unincorporated Greenburgh it is not uncommon to find bedrock close to or at 
ground level. Depth to bedrock impacts the location, maintenance and development 
cost of sewers and roads, utility lines, building foundations, stormwater collection 
systems and landscaping.  

 

Unincorporated Greenburgh is not located on or near a crustal plate boundary where a 
majority of earthquakes occur but is located in the middle of the North American 
tectonic plate. When earthquakes occur locally, they are often less intense and felt 
over a larger area due to the large foundation of bedrock that runs from Virginia to 
Canada. Unincorporated Greenburgh is located between two associated fault lines, 
Cameron’s line and the Saint Nicholas thrust.  

 

Cameron’s line and the Saint Nicholas thrust were formed approximately 400 to 450 
million years ago, when plates of Africa collided with the plates of North America. 
Cameron’s line runs from western Connecticut near Ridgefield, enters Westchester 
County in the northeast, heads into the Bronx along the East River in Manhattan, and 
continues through New York Bay, Staten Island and into New Jersey. The Saint Nicholas 
thrust runs up the Hudson River. The area also has smaller fault lines, including the 
Ardsley fault, and the Dobbs Ferry fault, which runs southeast from Dobbs Ferry into 
unincorporated Greenburgh.  

 

Small earthquakes have always been experienced locally. On October 19, 1985, an 
earthquake with a magnitude 4.0 on the Richter scale  struck Ardsley. On January 10, 
2003, a magnitude 1.2 earthquake occurred near Hastings-on-Hudson.  Four days later, 
on January 14, a magnitude 1.4 earthquake occurred about 1.25 miles southeast of 
Hastings-on-Hudson.  

 

6.3.2 Topography and Steep Slope Preservation 
 

Topography in unincorporated Greenburgh is characterized by the three north-south 
valleys created by the Saw Mill River, the Sprain Brook and the Bronx River. These 
valleys create the gently rolling topography that characterizes the area. Typical land 
elevations in the Town range from approximately 100 feet to 540 feet above sea level, 
with an average grade elevation in the range of 275 feet to 300 feet above sea level. 
The lowest portions of unincorporated Greenburgh are found along the Town’s 
western (Saw Mill River Valley) and eastern (Bronx River Valley) boundaries. The 
highest elevations are located in the northeast, as well as the central sections of the 
Town. Figure 6.1 displays general topographies in unincorporated Greenburgh.  

 

From an aesthetic perspective, varied topography which contains open space and 
forested hills contributes positively to unincorporated Greenburgh. Steep slope 
legislation encourages slope preservation. These laws are designed to prevent/
minimize: erosion and sedimentation, loss of topsoil, habitat disturbance, water 
quality degradation, slope failure and flooding. They are further designed to provide 
stable and safe building sites; to protect the quantity and quality of surface and 
groundwater resources, important scenic views and vistas; and to preserve prominent 
land forms of scenic and ecological value, rock outcrops and trees; and areas of 
vegetation and wildlife habitat.  
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In 1979, the Town of Greenburgh enacted a local law which made disturbance of 
slopes of 20 percent or greater a local “Type I” action under SEQR. In 2003, the Town 
Board adopted a more comprehensive Steep Slope Ordinance regulating the 
disturbance of sloped areas in unincorporated Greenburgh. The ordinance categorizes 
slopes into three categories: (1) steep slopes, or slopes with a topographical gradient 
equal to or greater than 15 percent but less than 25 percent; (2) very steep slopes, or 
slopes with a topographical gradient equal to or greater than 25 percent but less than 
35 percent; and (3) excessively steep slopes, or slopes with a topographical gradient 
equal to or greater than 35 percent.  

 

The intent of the law is to minimize impact to steep slopes and to incorporate careful 
review and regulation of disturbance to soil and vegetation in these areas. It is 
administered by the Town Engineer and the Planning Board; however, a few 
inconsistencies warrant modifications to the law.  
 

 The 20 percent SEQR Type I threshold is inconsistent with the Town’s slope 
categorizations established in 2003 

 The law does not incentivize development that takes place largely or wholly on the 
flat area of a subject site 

 There are no exemption provisions for small-scale in kind replacements 
 

In 1993, hilltops at or above 400' elevation were designated a local Type “I” action; 
however, the action did not result in an official change in the Code of the Town of 
Greenburgh. Figure 6.2 displays topographies in unincorporated Greenburgh in excess 
of 400 feet above sea level.  

 

6.3.3 Soils  
 

There are 28 identified varieties of soils in unincorporated Greenburgh. The soil types 
were identified using the United States Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Web Soil Survey, where polygons were drawn 
around the approximate boundaries of unincorporated Greenburgh. Table 6.1 lists the 
different soil types and indicates that five soil types dominate approximately 68 
percent of land area. A general soil map is shown on Figure 6.3, and is based on the 
Soil Survey of Putnam and Westchester Counties, New York. Soil types are important 
as they often dictate percolation rates and associated stormwater detention or 
retention provisions. Certain soil types can also have prohibitive qualities, when 
development on steep slopes is proposed.  The presence of bedrock underlying soils 
can inhibit the placement of underground stormwater collection systems. Bedrock in 
the Town is often exposed at grade or as little as a few inches below ground level.  

Type I actions under 
SEQR are those 

actions which require 
the preparation of an 

environmental 
assessment form and 

are deemed more 
likely to have 

potential significant 
impacts.  

http://www.ecode360.com/?custId=GR0237&guid=6817129&j=556


6-7 

Unincorporated  Greenburgh Comprehensive Plan  

9-28-16 6-7 



Chapter 6.0 Environment 

6-8 
9-28-16 

The five most common soil types in unincorporated Greenburgh are                    
Charlton-Chatfield, Charlton loam, Urban land, Paxton fine sandy loam and Udorthents, 
and are further described in Table 6.2. 

 

It should be noted that Urban land, listed as a soil type by the NRCS Web Soil Survey, 
consists of impervious surfaces such as paved parking lots or building footprints. In 
addition to the Urban land estimate of 1,239 acres (or 10.8 percent of unincorporated 
Greenburgh) noted in Table 6.1, there exist several Urban land complexes, which 
contain only a percentage of Urban land. A closer approximation of unincorporated 

Table 6.1: Soil Types in Unincorporated Greenburgh 

Soil Type Acres Acreage Percent 

Charlton-Chatfield 2,892 25.21 

Charlton loam 1,575 13.73 

Urban land 1,239 10.80 

Paxton fine sandy loam 1,149 10.02 

Udorthents 912 7.95 

Urban land-Paxton 722 6.29 

Urban land-Charlton-Chatfield 576 5.02 

Sutton loam 343 2.99 

Hollis-Rock 333 2.90 

Fluvaquents 300 2.62 

Woodbridge loam 258 2.25 

Chatfield-Hollis-Rock 223 1.94 

Urban land-Charlton 216 1.88 

Urban land-Woodbridge 177 1.54 

Leicester loam 161 1.40 

Urban land-Riverhead 127 1.11 

Ridgebury loam 79 0.689 

Riverhead loam 36 0.331 

Raynham silt loam 28 0.244 

Pompton silt loam 26 0.227 

Sun loam  25 0.218 

Hinckley gravelly loamy sand  24 0.235 

Water 15 0.131 

Carlisle muck 12 0.105 

Urban land-Ridgebury 11 0.09 

Knickbocker fine sandy loam 7 0.06 

Palms muck 3 0.02 

Pits-gravel 2 0.01 

Total 11,471 100% 

Source: soils.usda.gov/survey/ 

The numerous soil 
types and their 

respective water 
percolation rates 

requires that a variety 
of stormwater 

mitigation techniques 
can be utilized 

throughout 
unincorporated 

Greenburgh. 
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Greenburgh’s Urban land, which takes into account the Urban land-complexes, is 18.2 
percent of total land area, as detailed in Table 6.3. Many suburban communities have 
more Urban land (upwards of 30 percent), which is a tribute to unincorporated 
Greenburgh’s parks and open spaces, and other landscaped areas.  

Table 6.2: Selected Unincorporated Greenburgh Soil Characteristics 

Soil Type Soil Characteristics 

Charlton-
Chatfield 

Very deep and moderately deep, well drained and somewhat excessively drained, 
medium textured soils on uplands. The landscape is characterized by hills and rolling 
upland that have complex topography. Slopes are dominantly 2 to 25 percent but 
range to as much as 45 percent.  

Charlton 
loam 

Very deep, well drained loamy soils formed in till derived from parent materials that 
are very low in iron sulfides. They are nearly level to very steep soils on till plains and 
hills. Slope ranges from 0 to 50 percent. Saturated hydraulic conductivity is 
moderately high or high. 

Urban land 
Encompasses any large area completely covered by impervious surfaces such as 
asphalt, concrete or rooftop.  

Paxton fine 
sandy loam 

Very deep, gently sloping, well drained soil on top of upland hills. The soil is in oval 
and in irregularly shaped areas that range from 6 to 100 acres. Slopes are smooth 
and slightly convex. Stones 10 to 24 inches in diameter cover 1 to 15 percent of the 
surface. 

Udorthents 

Consists of gently sloping to moderately sloping areas where the original soil has 
been cut away or covered with a loamy fill material. Most of these areas have been 
graded to a smooth surface with 4 to 10 inches of topsoil. This soil commonly 
occupies upland areas, but occurs in a variety of landscape positions. 

Source: soils.usda.gov/survey/ 

Table 6.3: Urban land Soil Type in Unincorporated Greenburgh 

Soil Type Acres 
Percent 

Urban Land 
Urban Land 

Acres 

Approximate 
Urban land 
Percentage  

Urban land 1,239 100 1,239 - 

Urban land-Paxton 722 50 361 - 

Urban land-Charlton-Chatfield 576 40 230 - 

Urban land-Charlton 216 50 108 - 

Urban land-Woodbridge 177 50 88 - 

Urban land-Riverhead 127 50 63 - 

Urban land-Ridgebury 11 50 5 - 

Total  11,471   - 2,094 18.2% 

Source: soils.usda.gov/survey/ 



Chapter 6.0 Environment 

6-10 
9-28-16 6-10 



6-11 

Unincorporated  Greenburgh Comprehensive Plan  

9-28-16 

The Center for Urban 
Forest Research 

estimates that a large 
shade tree provides 

$5,870 in 
environmental and 

other benefits over its 
lifetime, an 

approximately 440 
percent return on 

investment.  

6.3.4 Trees and Canopy Coverage 
 

A variety of tree species, including magnificent individual specimens and large stands 
of trees, are located throughout unincorporated Greenburgh. Trees remove carbon 
dioxide from the air, abate noise, impede soil erosion, assist in the prevention of 
flooding, and provide necessary shade and screening. Furthermore, trees act as natural 
barriers, support habitat for wildlife and provide green space. Aesthetically pleasing, 
trees also provide vital links to the natural world, soften the hard edges of developed 
areas, provide continuity in areas undergoing dynamic change, visually connect and 
define the character of neighborhoods, and enhance property values and the quality of 
life.  

 

Aesthetic, environmental and economic considerations reflect the critical need to 
retain and enhance unincorporated Greenburgh’s tree and forest coverage. Chapter 
260 (Trees) of the Code of the Town of Greenburgh 
regulates the removal of trees exceeding six inches in 
diameter measured at a height of four feet from the ground 
on properties greater than one acre and on all undeveloped 
properties. Lots consisting of one acre or less, substantially 
developed with improvements or a structure or structures, 
are exempt from the Chapter. The ordinance also contains a 
provision that all property owners applying for subdivision, 
site plan, special permit, variances or other development 
approval whose plans would require the removal of any 
regulated trees must apply to the Town Forestry Officer for 
a tree removal permit. The permit functions as the tool to 
require the replacement of trees and other vegetation on a 
site when trees are cut down and removed due to old age, 
disease, infestation, storm damage, invasive qualities, 
construction related activities, and the like. Chapter 280 
(Wetlands and Watercourses) and Chapter 285 (Zoning) of the Code of the Town of 
Greenburgh, further regulate the removal and replacement of trees from properties 
within the Town. 

 

Although overall tree canopy coverage is substantial, the tree population is rapidly 
aging as many of the trees are within the last quarter of their lifecycle. The next 
generation of tree cover should incorporate a balance of small, medium and large 
maturing trees, and a wide range of predominantly native species. The prevalence of 
diseases and insect infestation found within certain tree species signifies the 
importance of diversifying our tree stock. Invasive trees, vines and groundcovers that 
displace native species, reduce plant diversity, alter ecosystem processes, and 
hybridize with native plants changing their genetic makeup, destroy the habitats that 
support native animals, insects, and micro-organisms, and create ecosystems which 
support aggressive, non-native plants, animals and pathogens. 

 

Future contributions to our tree coverage must be carried out: (1) at the local, county, 
and state level; (2) by utilities operating within unincorporated Greenburgh; (3) by 
existing residents and businesses; and (4) by those developing  land. In November 
2010, the Town of Greenburgh Town Forestry Officer completed a draft Tree Technical 

The U.S. Forest 
Service estimates that 

trees can increase 
property values as 

much as 20 percent. 
Approximately 

$40,000 of a house 
valued at $400,000 

may be attributed to  
having five attractive 

shade trees. 

Arbor Day Celebration at RJ Bailey School (2011) 

Unincorporated 
Greenburgh has been 
recognized as a Tree 
City USA since 2010. 

http://ecode360.com/6817633
http://ecode360.com/6817633
http://ecode360.com/6817728
http://ecode360.com/6817728
http://ecode360.com/10601703
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Manual, which is a local policy guide of best management practices for the spectrum of 
tree related protection measures, pruning techniques, removal, replacement and 
planting guidelines, along with transplanting and maintenance procedures. The 
manual, which is being revised per comment, is intended to work in concert with an 
evolving revision to Chapter 260 of the Code of the Town of Greenburgh in order to 
comprehensively protect and enhance tree resources.  Additionally, the Town Forestry 
Officer completed a draft Parking Lot Tree Shading Maintenance and Guideline 

Manual, which is a local policy guide of best management 
practices to encourage successful and sufficient landscaping 
in and around parking lots and paved areas. This manual is 
also intended to work in connection with Chapter 260 of the 
Code of the Town of Greenburgh. 

 

6.4 Water Resources 
 

6.4.1 The Groundwater Cycle and Aquifers 
 

The process by which water is transferred from the sea to 
atmosphere and to land and back is referred to as the 
“hydrologic cycle.” The hydrologic cycle returns some water 
directly to surface waters through stormwater runoff and 
stream flows. The hydrologic cycle also recharges the 
groundwater system. Groundwater is found in aquifers, 
which are geologic formations through which water slowly 
seeps. Locally, stormwater runoff seeps toward the Long 

Island Sound and the Hudson River, as underflow. Groundwater replenishes wells, 
provides flow to streams as it discharges naturally from aquifers into riparian wetlands, 
streams or other open water bodies. Aquifer recharge comes from precipitation that 
infiltrates through soils and downward into the aquifers. 

 

The unconfined bedrock aquifers that underlie parts of unincorporated Greenburgh 
along the Saw Mill River and the Bronx River are shown on Figure 6.4. Groundwater 
migrates through fractures in the crystalline rock. Wells in bedrock aquifers yield water 
where they intersect water-bearing fractures. Groundwater seeping into wells is a 

Fertilizer injections of trees along East Hartsdale 
Avenue 

The Town’s current 
tree law does not 

apply to a majority 
of lots with single-

family homes. 

Channelized Stream 

http://ecode360.com/6817633
http://ecode360.com/6817633
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source of drinking water in a few locations, identified and discussed in Section 8.2.6 
(Water Supply Groundwater Wells).  

 

6.4.2 Surface Water (Watercourses and Water Bodies) 
 

Major watercourses in unincorporated Greenburgh include the Saw Mill River, Sprain 
Brook and Bronx River. Minor or tertiary watercourses include the Rumbrook, 
Manhattan, Hartsdale, Mine, Sheldon and Troublesome brooks. Figure 6.5 shows the 
locations of major and minor watercourses. There are also ponds, lakes and the Grassy 
Sprain reservoir, which are known as water bodies. Many of these water bodies are 
part of wetland areas. The Town controls, protects, preserves and regulates 
floodplains, watercourses and adjacent buffer areas in order to ensure that 
development activities do not threaten the natural environment or public safety.  

 

Table 6.4: Selected Unincorporated Greenburgh Watercourses 

Watercourse Class Watercourse Characteristics 

Saw Mill River 
B, C
(T) 

A tributary river to the lower Hudson River running north 
to south through unincorporated Greenburgh.   

Bronx River B, C 
A tributary river to the East River in the Bronx and runs 
along the east border of unincorporated Greenburgh.   

Sprain Brook C A tributary to the Bronx River 

Grassy Sprain 
Reservoir 

A A reservoir partially fed by the Sprain Brook 

(T) indicates that it may support a trout population. 

Underflow is the 
flow of groundwater 
in alluvial sediments, 

parallel to and 
beneath a river 

channel. It forms a 
significant fraction of 
the total river flow in 

coarse gravel 
alluvium. 

All waters in New York State have “best use” classifications, described in Table 6.4. 
NYSDEC classifies all navigational water within its boundaries according to a “best use” 
scale. The highest level of classification (Class AA or SA) refers to the most pristine, 
while the lowest classification corresponds in general to the least pristine (Class D or 
SD) water quality.  A description of the classification follows: 

 

 The classification AA or A is assigned to waters used as a source of drinking 
water; 

 Classification B indicates a best usage for swimming and other contact 
recreation, but not for drinking water; 

 Classification C is for waters supporting fisheries and suitable for non- contact 
activities; and 

 The lowest classification and standard is D. 

Groundwater as a 
drinking source is 

identified and 
discussed in Section 
8.2.6 (Water Supply 
Groundwater Wells). 

http://www.encyclopedia.com/doc/1O13-groundwater.html
http://www.encyclopedia.com/doc/1O13-alluvial.html
http://www.encyclopedia.com/doc/1O13-sediment.html
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6.4.3 Surface Water (Wetlands) 
 

Wetlands are found throughout unincorporated Greenburgh 
and include marshes, swamps, fens and bogs, where three 
factors are present: (1) routinely moist or wet soil; (2) hydric 
soils (soils that easily retain water); and (3) water-tolerant 
vegetation (plants that live in damp soils). Wetlands are 
differentiated from watercourses such as rivers, brooks and 
streams, or water bodies such as lakes and reservoirs. 
Wetlands, however, can be present adjacent to 
watercourses and water bodies. The size of wetlands can 
range from a small contiguous low lying area of several sq. 
ft. to a swamp or bog in excess of 100 acres. An example of a 
large contiguous wetland is found on the Hackley School 

Campus, where a 6.3 acre red maple dominated hardwood 
swamp wetland with intermittent (vernal) pools and upland buffer areas exists.  
 

Wetland buffer areas are those areas adjacent to wetlands that do not exhibit the 
three factors listed above and are often referred to as upland areas. Wetlands and 
their associated upland buffer areas perform valuable functions, such as flood control 
(stormwater storage), wildlife and vegetative habitat, water quality improvement and 
water supply for groundwater recharge. Wetlands areas can also provide open space, 
recreation and education opportunities. In unincorporated Greenburgh, an area of 
100 ft. beyond the outermost boundary of a wetland is considered a buffer.  
 

The importance of preserving wetlands has been recognized nationally through the 
federal Clean Water Act (CWA), on a state level by the NYSDEC, and locally by the 
Town. Under the CWA, the United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACOE) and 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) provide regulatory oversight of wetlands in 
excess of one acre. The NYSDEC regulates wetlands greater than 12.4 acres. Locally, 
the Town regulates development within wetlands, watercourses, and their buffer 
areas pursuant to Chapter 280 (Wetlands and Watercourses) of the Code of the Town 
of Greenburgh. Chapter 280 establishes criteria for delineating wetland and 
watercourse boundaries, and sets forth allowable, prohibited and regulated activities 
within those boundaries. The Chapter also sets forth procedures for permits, 
variances and mitigation requirements.  
 

The Wetlands and Watercourses Law is administered by the Town Wetland Inspector 
and Planning Board. A few modifications would enhance the efficiency of the process.  
 

 Utilizing public hearing notice procedures that are consistent between various 
permit/approval processes; 

 Providing extension timeframes and processes that are consistent between 
various permit/approval processes; 

 Providing exemption provisions in the law, such as for normal ground 
maintenance of existing landscaped areas (i.e. lawn mowing), installation of 
appropriate native landscape plantings (i.e. tree and/or shrub planting), 
agricultural activities, or emergency activities necessary to protect life, property 
or natural resources; and  

 Providing clear distinctions between Town Wetland Inspector Approvals and 
Planning Board Approvals.  

The importance of 
upland buffer 

preservation is 
amplified due to 

movement patterns 
of amphibians and 

reptiles beyond 
wetland areas.   

There are moderate 
to low risk flood zone 

areas (Zone X) and 
high risk flood zone 

areas (A, AO and AE) 
in unincorporated 

Greenburgh. 

Saw Mill River 

http://ecode360.com/6817728
http://ecode360.com/6817728
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The term "100-year flood” is used to describe the estimated probability of a flood 
event happening in any given year. For example, a 100-year flood is calculated to be 
the level of flood water expected to be equaled or exceeded once every 100 years on 
average. This does not mean that only one 100-year flood will occur in a 100 year 
period. FEMA flood zones in unincorporated Greenburgh are depicted on Figure 6.6.  
 

Protection of unincorporated Greenburgh’s floodplains is a priority for public health 
and safety. Chapter 220 (Flood Damage Prevention) of the Code of the Town of 
Greenburgh addresses flood damage prevention and regulates development within 
special flood hazard areas to protect residents from increased flood hazards and to 
ensure that new development is constructed in a manner that minimizes exposure to 

6.4.4 Floodplains 
 

Floodplains are relatively low land areas adjacent to water sources that are prone to 
occasional or periodic flooding. For regulatory purposes a floodplain is composed of 
two components: (1) the floodway, a stream channel and adjacent overbank area and 
(2) the flood fringe, the part of the floodplain that is outside of the floodway. 
Approximately 508 acres in unincorporated Greenburgh are considered floodplain 
areas. A floodplain is a complex, dynamic system which provides many benefits to 
natural systems. Floodplains provide storage areas for water, helping slow down 
floodwater and reducing the severity of flooding. Rich ecosystems, both in quantity 
and diversity, are supported by floodplains. The wetting of the floodplain soil releases 
an immediate surge of nutrients. In communities all across the country, certain 
neighborhoods and developed corridors flood due to their proximity to or by being in a 
floodplain. In addition, and as discussed more closely in Section 8.4.3 (Flood Prone 
Areas), past development activity has increased stormwater runoff volume and 
intensity, resulting in compromised floodplain functions and highlighting the regional 
aspect of flooding.  

Approximately 7.5 
acres of floodplain 

forest wetlands were 
created in 

unincorporated 
Greenburgh to 

partially offset the 
loss of wetlands 

disturbed to 
accommodate the UV 

Water Treatment 
Plant in the Town of 

Mount Pleasant.  

Floodplain in unincorporated Greenburgh 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flood
http://ecode360.com/6816508
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flooding. Chapter 220 establishes procedures for obtaining a floodplain development 
permit for any construction or development activity undertaken in areas of special 
flood hazard.  
 

6.5 Wildlife and Vegetation 
 

Wildlife and vegetation patterns are related to soil types, topography, hydrology and 
geology, and in part are shaped by past and present land uses. Changes in the 
presence of animal species affect plant community composition and dynamics, and 
vice versa.  
 

Contiguous tracts of open space areas, watercourses and water bodies provide 
important habitat for a variety of plant and wildlife species. They provide vital food 
sources and water for wildlife and help to preserve plant and animal gene pools. These 
“greenways,” or corridors of open space, serve as migratory routes for wildlife and 
facilitate plant species migration across the landscape and should be considered in the 
review of development projects. Figure 7.5 in Chapter 7.0 (Parks, Trails, Open Space 
and Recreational Facilities) depicts open space corridors which include parks, 
protected open space, cemeteries, schools, institutions and private recreation areas 
with open space components. Within developed areas of the Town, connections to 
larger open space corridors often exist and should be planned for in connection with 
future land use decisions.  
 

Development and other activities reduce the amount of habitat for plants and animals 
by fragmenting contiguous open space and inadvertently promoting the spread of 
invasive species. Not all natural areas have equal biological importance. Lost natural 
habitat can be mitigated by development which incorporates the characteristics of 
natural habitats. An example of this type of innovation can be seen in the creation and 
restoration of wetland areas and functions which were part of the NYCDEP mitigation 
work in unincorporated Greenburgh, south of Grasslands Road, associated with the UV 
Water Treatment Plant in the Town of Mount Pleasant. Future opportunities to 
preserve tracts of open space can be realized by clustered subdivisions, or utilizing the 
Conservation District overlay, two concepts explained in detail in Section 7.6.1 (Open 
Space Preservation Strategies).  
 

6.5.1 Mammals 
 

Unincorporated Greenburgh’s proximity to the Hudson River 
and wildlife corridors that connect beyond the Town provide 
a habitat for a variety of mammals. The New England 
Wildlife: Habitat, Natural History and Distribution (DeGraaf 
and Yamasaki, 2001) was reviewed to produce a list of 
mammals that could potentially utilize the habitats present in 
unincorporated Greenburgh. The range of woodland habitat 
supports, among others, raccoons, squirrels, rabbits, fox, 
coyote, eastern chipmunks, Virginia opossums, striped skunks 
and white-footed mice.  
 

There is a large well-established white-tailed deer population 
throughout many portions of unincorporated Greenburgh. 
White-tailed deer prefer to live along the edges rather than White Tail Deer in Unincorporated Greenburgh 

http://ecode360.com/6816508
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in the interior of forests. The suburbanization of unincorporated Greenburgh has 
created a habitat that is favored by deer. Small patches of woods or plantings with 
expanses of lawns, landscaping and gardens on most properties have created this 
favorable environment. The abundance of food and the relatively small number of 
natural predators has led to an increase in the population of deer. The result of the 
ever-increasing white-tailed deer population has compromised the understory 
woodland vegetation and increased the number of accidents caused by deer foraging 
for food near roadways. A lack of saplings and understory trees also has the 
consequence of facilitating increased amounts of destructive non-native vegetation. 
Deer are also hosts to the ticks that cause lyme disease.  
 

6.5.2 Amphibians and Reptiles 
 

Unincorporated Greenburgh offers a wide range of natural and manufactured habitats 
for amphibians and reptiles. Constructed wetlands on the Hackley School campus and 
on the UV treatment property are two examples of manufactured habitats in 
unincorporated Greenburgh. A preliminary list of amphibian and reptile species that 
are known in unincorporated Greenburgh was produced by reviewing the data in 
Amphibians and Reptiles of Connecticut and Adjacent Regions (Klemens, 1993) along 
with data gathered for the New York State Amphibian and Reptile Atlas Project 
(NYSDEC, 1999).   

 

Amphibians require suitable aquatic and terrestrial habitat to 
support an active population. The spring time is the best time to 
document amphibian breeding activity through the presence/
absence of amphibian egg masses, spermatophores and/or larvae. 
Where wetlands or wet areas are of substantial size, there is a 
potential to find northern redback salamander, northern two-lined 
salamander, spotted salamanders, bullfrogs, green frogs, northern 
spring peeper frogs, wood frogs and fowler's toads.  

 

Reptiles also require suitable aquatic and terrestrial habitat to 
support their population. Reptiles use a wide variety of different 
habitats, from wetlands to woodlands to fields. Reptiles also exist 
around developments when food sources and shelter are present. In 

unincorporated Greenburgh there is a potential to find common garter snakes, eastern 
garter snakes, northern ring neck snakes, northern brown snakes and northern water 
snakes. Near wetter areas there is a potential to find common snapping turtles, 
eastern box turtles, painted turtles and red-eared slider turtles. 

 

6.5.3 Fish 
 

The three major watercourses (Sprain Brook, Saw Mill River, and Bronx River) that run 
through unincorporated Greenburgh are relatively narrow and shallow. Each river is 
dominated by runs with interspersed pool sections and some areas of riffles. The river 
bottoms consist of sand and gravel. Numerous species of fish inhabit the rivers and are 
relatively tolerant of conditions typically present in a setting that is altered by humans. 
Unfortunately, the suburban/urban setting helps contribute a considerable amount of 
debris in and along each waterway.  

Understory refers to 
plant life growing 
beneath the forest 

canopy without 
penetrating it to any 

extent.  

Spotted Salamander 
Source: www.pbase.com 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canopy_(forest)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canopy_(forest)
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In 1989, The Saw Mill River Coalition conducted fish sampling at 10 sites on 
the Saw Mill River from Chappaqua downstream to the mouth at the Hudson 
River. The report documents 13 species of fish in the non-tidal portion of the 
river, all of which are common species in southern New York State. A recent 
sampling of fish along the “Eastview Site” in the northeastern portion of 
unincorporated Greenburgh included blacknose dace, white sucker, common 
shiner, bluegill sunfish and largemouth bass. 

 

Since the early 2000s, there has been concerted effort to reestablish the 
Bronx River as a spawning stream for anadromous fish. These are fish that 
spend the majority of their lives in marine waters, returning to freshwater 
systems only to spawn. The population of anadromous fish have been 
drastically reduced from historic levels due to the poor water quality and 
stream habitat of the Bronx River. Lehman College sampled sites at the 
mouth of the river and in tidal reaches to help identify which species are 
present in the river and approaches to the dams. Fish found in this sample 
included blacknose dace, bluegill sunfish, fourspine stickleback, tessellated 
darter, mummichog and smallmouth bass.  

 

6.5.4 Birds 
 

Large areas of open space with varying terrestrial and wetland qualities provide habitat 
for numerous bird species. Unincorporated Greenburgh consists of forest fragments 
rather than a large intact block of forest, with northern and southern oriented rivers 
and parkways serving as primary corridors for migratory birds.  A preliminary list of bird 
species that are known to be breeding in southern Westchester County was produced 
by reviewing the data in The Atlas of Breeding Birds in New York State. The preferred 
breeding habitats of the birds on this preliminary list was then reviewed and edited to 
include what birds may potentially be utilizing the habitat types 
present in unincorporated Greenburgh.  

 

In the Town there are many areas that are conducive to supporting a 
large variety of different species of birds. Common species that are 
typical of suburban backyard include the bluebird, blue jay, northern 
cardinal, gray catbird, black-capped chickadee, brown-headed 
cowbirds, American crow, mourning dove, rock dove, house finch, 
northern flicker, American goldfinch, common grackle, rose-breasted 
grosbeak, red-tailed hawk, blue heron, hummingbird, American 
kestrel, eastern kingbird, northern mockingbird, white-breasted 
nuthatch, northern oriole, eastern screech owl, American redstart, 
American robin, chipping sparrow, house sparrow, European starling, 
scarlet tanager, wood thrush, tufted titmouse, rufous-sided towhee, 
wild turkey, red-eyed vireo, black-and-white warbler, yellow warbler, 
downy woodpecker, hairy woodpecker, pileated woodpecker, red-
bellied woodpecker and the eastern wood-pewee. 

Tidal reaches refer to 
the upstream portions 

of a river where 
salinity is much lower 
than coastal salinity 
but where tides are 

still important. 

Blue Heron at Town Hall 
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6.5.5 Wildlife Habitat Refuge  
 

There are no New York State Bird Conservation Areas in Westchester County; however, 
unincorporated Greenburgh contains significant wildlife habitat refuge for indigenous 
species and for the hundreds of species of migratory birds that use open space as a 
resting place during their spring and fall travels. The Town’s open space resources and 
greenways are detailed in Chapter 7.0 (Parks, Trails, Open Space and Recreational 
Facilities). 

 

The New York State Natural Heritage Program facilitates conservation of the State’s   
bio-diversity by providing comprehensive information and expertise on rare species 
and natural ecosystems. This program is a partnership between the NYSDEC and The 
Nature Conservancy. The information provided by the program helps protect and 
conserve rare animals, rare plants and natural ecosystems.  

 

With respect to bio-diversity, the Town of Greenburgh (including the incorporated 
villages) is host to several protected species and ecosystems. The Town is also host to 
six identified endangered plant species and one threatened plant species. These rare 
plants are brent sedge, rattlebox, reflexed sedge, salt marsh bulrush, torrey’s mountain
-mint, velvety bush-clover and Virginia bunchflower. 
 

6.6 Air Quality 
 

In general, air quality in unincorporated Greenburgh is good and is aided by a large 
quantity and variety of trees. Air quality is influenced by many factors from the 
surrounding region, including air pollution from local industries, incinerators (RESCO), 
buses, planes, trucks, cars and wind-blown dust which can disperse particulates into 
ambient air. The Clean Air Act (CAA) requires the EPA to establish National Ambient Air 
Quality Standards (NAAQS) for various pollutants. Areas where air quality monitoring 
shows a violation of the NAAQS are designated “non-attainment.” By law the NYSDEC is 
required to produce a plan, known as the State Implementation Plan (SIP), that details 
how sufficient emission reductions, including reductions in the mobile source sector, 
will be achieved to meet the NAAQS. NAAQS have been established by the EPA for six 
major air pollutants: sulfur dioxide (SO2), nitrogen dioxide (NO2), ozone (O3), carbon 
monoxide (CO), particulate matter less than 2.5 microns in size (PM2.5), and lead (Pb).  

 

Unincorporated Greenburgh is within the EPA designated New York – North New 
Jersey – Long Island non-attainment area (moderate classification) for the federal  8-
hour O3 NAAQS.  Counties included in the non-attainment area are Suffolk, Nassau, 
Kings, Queens, Richmond, New York, Bronx, Westchester and Rockland, as well as 
counties in the states of Connecticut and New Jersey. Information from the nearest 
federal and state monitoring stations at Mt. Ninham, Mamaroneck and White Plains 
indicates compliance with both federal and state air quality standards for all pollutants 
except for O3, which is a regional non-attainment problem.  

 

The 1990 and 2005 amendments to the Clean Air Act are aimed at reducing toxic 
emissions from mobile, stationary and consumer sources. Westchester County has 
limited stationary sources of pollution; however, its mobile sources, namely vehicles, 
place the County on the list of areas of extreme/severe non-attainment of safe O3 

A non-attainment 
area refers to an 

area considered to 
have air quality 
below National 

Ambient Air Quality 
Standards for a 

particular pollutant, 
as defined in the 

Clean Air Act 
Amendments of 

1970. 

Mt. Ninham is 
located in Carmel, 
New York (Putnam 

County). 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Ambient_Air_Quality_Standards
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Ambient_Air_Quality_Standards
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Ambient_Air_Quality_Standards
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Clean_Air_Act_Amendments_of_1970&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Clean_Air_Act_Amendments_of_1970&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Clean_Air_Act_Amendments_of_1970&action=edit&redlink=1
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levels. Employers of over 100 employees have been targeted to establish vehicle trip 
reduction plans that include promotion of alternate means of travel. To assist in this 
challenge, the County and the private sector have formed the Westchester 
Transportation Management Organization. 

 

Locally, air quality can be improved by land-use patterns and zoning policies that 
support mass transportation options, preserve and enhance open space, promote 
efficient and innovative green building design, and facilitate alternative modes of 
transit, such as biking and walking. Such land-use patterns and zoning policies are 
closely linked to the Guiding Principles contained in this Plan. More direct influences on 
air quality result from tree preservation, tree planting and forest reclamation. As noted 
in Section 6.3.4 (Trees and Canopy Coverage), tree planting will be carried out as part 
of local, state and federal partnerships, and by residents, businesses and utility 
providers in unincorporated Greenburgh. 

There is a three minute 
anti-idling law in 

Westchester County. 

Aerial Photo looking east towards unincorporated Greenburgh from “the Castle” in Tarrytown  

http://www.smartgrowth.org/about/principles/principles.asp?prin=6
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6.7 Night Sky and Light Pollution 
 

The night sky is an asset that has been compromised by excessive light levels from 
artificial light sources. Excessive light levels impact local wildlife and human health by 
altering sleep patterns. The majority of unnecessary light that is directed into the night 
sky stems from poorly designed street, parking, security and sign lighting. Building 
design and the placement of new structures on a site are also factors impacting night 
sky. Efficient use of lighting can preserve the night sky, conserve energy and save 
money without compromising safety, health and well-being.  

 

Section 240-2 (Illumination) of the Code of the Town of Greenburgh is applicable to the 
night sky. It mandates that lighting shall be the minimum necessary to provide for the 
security of the property and the safety and welfare of the public. It also states that 
lighting shall be shielded or directed in such a manner that its direct rays are not cast 
upon any property other than the lot on which such illumination is situated. Strategies 
that have been employed include the use of motion sensor lighting and/or timed for a 
shorter duration of illumination during the night.   

 

A Town-based strategy for enhancing the night sky and reducing light pollution 
includes the replacement of street lights with LED energy efficient lights. In addition to 
the environmental benefits of these light replacements, there is expected to be cost 
savings due to the reduced electrical demands of the new fixtures. 

Downcast lighting in unincorporated Greenburgh 
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6.8 Environmental Resources and Related Systems Goals, 
Objectives and Policies 
 

GOAL 6.1: Minimize Soil Erosion and Development Impacts to Steep Slopes and 
Hilltops/Ridgelines. 
 

OBJECTIVE 6.1.1 Minimize steep slope disturbance to better stabilize hillsides and 
soils and to reduce the need for cut-and-fill and grading. 

 

POLICY 6.1.1.1: Amend Chapter 245 (Steep Slopes, Protection of) of the Code of 
the Town of Greenburgh to recognize elevations in excess of 400 ft. as 
environmental resources with provisions for their protection.  
 

POLICY 6.1.1.2: Amend Chapter 245 to further address allowable residential 
and/or commercial floor area ratio coverage.  
 

POLICY 6.1.1.3: Amend Chapter 245 to incentivize development on non-sloped 
land area.  

 

GOAL 6.2: Retain and Enhance Tree Coverage in order to maximize 
Environmental Benefits. 
 

OBJECTIVE 6.2.1 Plan for the next generation of tree cover by incorporating a 
balance of small, medium, and large maturing trees, with a wide range of 
predominantly native species, while supporting the preservation of existing, 
healthy, mature trees to the greatest extent practicable. 

 

POLICY 6.2.1.1: Continue to implement native trees and species diversity 
throughout the Town and into new development projects. 

 

POLICY 6.2.1.2: Consider the use of CO2 removal, gallons of water absorption 
and removal of particulate matter in connection with regulated, non-hazard tree 
replacements.  

 

POLICY 6.2.1.3: Factor in the location of new replacement trees based on 
potential impacts to downslope properties, where appropriate.  

 

POLICY 6.2.1.4: Amend Chapter 260 (Trees) of the Code of the Town of 
Greenburgh to reasonably address properties smaller than one acre. 

 

POLICY 6.2.1.5: Support a Town of Greenburgh Tree Technical Manual to 
complement Chapter 260 and to act as a policy guide for tree related matters.  

 

POLICY 6.2.1.6: Conduct a street tree inventory utilizing i-Tree (or comparable 
program), to provide baseline data for decision-making related to trees and to 
quantify the dollar value of annual environmental and aesthetic benefits 
afforded by street trees within the community.  
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POLICY 6.2.1.7: Educate residents, workers and employees about the various 
functions which trees provide. 

 

POLICY 6.2.1.8: Educate residents, workers and employees about invasive 
species by sharing research and organizing vine cutting events and trainings.  

 

POLICY 6.2.1.9: Balance approved development objectives by incorporating 
phased tree removal takedowns, particularly with respect to subdivisions, where 
feasible, when there is no immediate intent to build.  

 

GOAL 6.3: Protect Surface Water Quality. 

 

OBJECTIVE 6.3.1 Manage stormwater (quantity and quality) as close to the source 
as possible and minimize the use of large or regional collection and conveyance.  

 

POLICY 6.3.1.1: Incorporate non-structural stormwater control and natural 
approaches to new and redevelopment projects.  

 

POLICY 6.3.1.2: Incentivize and/or support the use of pervious pavers/grass-
crete and other non-traditional surfaces that allow stormwater percolation, 
particularly where feasible as part of residential driveways.  

 

GOAL 6.4: Minimize Development Impacts to Wetlands and Watercourses. 

 

OBJECTIVE 6.4.1 Preserve wetland and watercourse ecosystems and habitats as 
part of an efficient development review process.  

 

POLICY 6.4.1.1: Continue to incorporate best management practices with respect 
to wetland/watercourse and related buffer areas as part of land-use board 
review and approval conditions.  

 

POLICY 6.4.1.2: Provide exemption provisions for in kind replacements or minor 
activities taking place in pre-disturbed areas.  

 

POLICY 6.4.1.3: Provide exemption provisions consistent with those noted in 
Section 6.4.3.  

 

POLICY 6.4.1.4: Provide a clear process for distinguishing between Town 
Wetland Inspector and Planning Board approvals.  

 

POLICY 6.4.1.5: Where feasible, support the avoidance of buffer area 
disturbance in new developments. Where infeasible, continue to ensure 
appropriate mitigation.  
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POLICY 6.4.1.6: Amend Chapter 280 (Wetlands and Watercourses) of the Code of 
the Town of Greenburgh to incentivize development outside of wetland and 
wetland buffer areas.  

 

GOAL 6.5: Minimize Development Impacts to Floodplains. 

 

OBJECTIVE 6.5.1 Preserve floodplain ecosystems and habitats as part of the 
development review process.  

 

POLICY 6.5.1.1: Integrate bio-retention into parking lot and roadway design. 

 

POLICY 6.5.1.2: Consider amending Chapter 220 (Flood Damage Prevention) of 
the Code of the Town of Greenburgh to incentivize the use of alternative 
impervious surface coverage when developing a site within a floodplain.   

 

GOAL 6.6: Preserve and Enhance Wildlife and Vegetation Corridors. 

 

OBJECTIVE 6.6.1 Plan for connections of open space and the retention of 
environmental resources. 

 

POLICY 6.6.1.1: Incorporate alternative ground covers, such as naturalized 
meadows, rather than the typical turf, where applicable.   

 

POLICY 6.6.1.2: Encourage residential clustered development, where feasible. 

 

POLICY 6.6.1.3: Encourage open space connectivity throughout the land use 
planning process to provide for wildlife and vegetation continuity.  

 

GOAL 6.7: Reduce Contributing Factors to Ambient Air Quality Degradation. 

 

OBJECTIVE 6.7.1 Plan for land uses that contribute to attaining the O3 and PM2.5 
NAAQS. 

 

POLICY 6.7.1.1: Plan for alternative and public transit-supportive development to 
reduce single automobile dependency.  

 

POLICY 6.7.1.2: Coordinate with utility providers, the NYSDOT, and other 
regional public entities to promote enhanced tree planting measures. 

 

GOAL 6.8: Reduce Contributing Factors to Night Sky Degradation. 

 

OBJECTIVE 6.8.1 Continue to balance light safety, security, and amenity needs.  

 

POLICY 6.8.1.1: Coordinate with the NYSDOT to have any newly installed 
downcast lighting.  
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POLICY 6.8.1.2: Encourage the utilization of motion sensor site lighting and/or 
lighting timed for a shorter duration of illumination.  

 

POLICY 6.8.1.3: Retrofit existing street lights within the Town rights-of-way with 
LED energy efficient lights.   

  

GOAL 6.9: Utilize consistent local environmental regulation processes . 

 

OBJECTIVE 6.9.1 Provide for an efficient local environmental permitting process.  

 

POLICY 6.9.1.1: Amend the Code of the Town of Greenburgh to have consistent 
quantifiable parameters for Chapter 200 (Environmental Quality Review), 
Chapter 245 (Protection of Steep Slopes), Chapter 248 (Stormwater 
Management), Chapter 270 (Watercourse Protection) and Chapter 280 
(Wetlands and Watercourses) of the Code of the Town of Greenburgh. 

 

POLICY 6.9.1.2: Apply uniform public hearing notice procedures and extension 
timeframes with other local environmental permits.  

  

POLICY 6.9.1.3: Amend Chapter 200 (Environmental Quality Review) to be 
consistent with SEQRA updates.  

 

POLICY 6.9.1.4: Amend the SEQR Type I threshold reference associated with 
Chapter 245 (Protection of Steep Slopes).  

 


