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CHAPTER 2.0 Our Town of Greenburgh 
 

2.1 Historic Overview of the Town 
 

Greenburgh's recorded history* began more than 400 years ago when Henry Hudson 
traveled up the river that now bears his name.  During these travels, he encountered 
the Weckquasgeek Indians who occupied the area now known as the Town of 
Greenburgh.  The Weckquasgeek Indians were known for using the bark of native trees 
to fashion canoes, lodge coverings and unique water-tight kettles.  “Weckquasgeek” is 
said to mean "the place of the bark kettle." In 1955, the Town of Greenburgh adopted 
a bark kettle as a symbol for its official seal as a historic reminder of the first settlers of 
the area. 
 
Following Hudson's 1609 voyage, the Dutch claimed sovereignty and started to settle 
the area.  Land was purchased from the Indians and small colonies were established.  
In 1664, when the Dutch surrendered sovereignty to Great Britain, the English began to 
develop boundaries of existing towns and provide basic organization of town 
government.  Frederick Philipse, who had emigrated from Holland, swore loyalty to the 
British king and began acquiring large tracts of land.  In 1693, the Philipse family 
received a charter from the English crown establishing the Manor of Philipsburg, 
approximately 200 square miles.  The Manor’s western border was the Hudson River 
providing a route for shipping its goods.  The Hudson River continued as an important 
route of commerce leading to the development of Greenburgh’s historic “River 
Towns.”  
 
The name Greenburgh possibly was derived from Dutch words that described the vast 
expanses of "green" or "grain" farming areas of the Manor.  For almost 100 years 
before the American Revolution, inhabitants referred to their settlement as 
"Greenburgh" and elected various officials to represent their interests on the Manor. 
 
During the seven years of the American Revolution, Greenburgh inhabitants were at 
the mercy of both the English and Continental Armies; farms and homes were 
destroyed and possessions carried away.  The beginning of the end of the war occurred 
in Greenburgh when General George Washington and French General Comte de 
Rochambeau were headquartered less than a mile apart in the Hartsdale area with 
their armies encamped nearby.  The six-week Philipsburg Encampment of the 
American and French armies preceded the historic march of the Franco-American 
armies to the decisive battle of the American Revolution in Yorktown, Virginia.  
Following the conclusion of the Revolutionary War, the manor belonging to Frederick 
Philipse III was deemed a Loyalist estate and confiscated. The land was broken into 
parcels and tenant farmers were given preference in purchasing it.  
 
On March 7, 1788, the State of New York Legislature officially chartered Greenburgh as 
one of 21 towns to provide basic services to thinly populated areas in the state.  Based 
on the first census of the U.S. - 1790, State of New York, Bureau of the Census, the 
Town-wide population was 947 whites, 10 other and 167 slaves.(1)  Since Saw Mill River 
Road and White Plains-Tarrytown Road were two of the earliest Greenburgh roadways, 
their intersection in what is now Elmsford became an important focus of town 
government.  With the advent of the New York and Harlem Railroad (1846), which 
extended along Greenburg's eastern boundary to White Plains, and the Hudson River 

 * Historical 
information obtained 
from Greenburgh: A 
Glimpse of Our Past, 

which can be found at 
the Greenburgh 

Library. 

The official Seal of the 
Town of Greenburgh 
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Railroad (1849), which extended along Greenburg's western boundary to Peekskill, 
Greenburgh experienced a land boom.  Speculators bought up farmland lots which 
were sold at auction in New York City, and population pockets developed in the vicinity 
of the railroad stations.  The land boom continued in the 1870s when the New York 
City and the Northern Railroad lines (which became the Putnam Division of the New 
York Central Railroad) built a rail extension to Brewster through the heart of 
Greenburgh. Figure 2.1 depicts the Town of Greenburgh in 1868, prior to the 
incorporation of any villages.  
 
As settled communities increased in size, the state Legislature approved their 
incorporation into villages, granting self government charters through village 
institutions between 1870 and 1910.  During this period the Town of Greenburgh 
government gradually declined in importance since only the remaining rural 
unincorporated areas, needing relatively few public services, were left to be governed 
directly by the town administration.  Unincorporated Greenburgh is the portion of the 
Town of Greenburgh that is outside the six incorporated villages: Ardsley, Dobbs Ferry, 
Elmsford, Hastings-on-Hudson, Irvington and Tarrytown.  In 1900, out of the total 
Town population of approximately 15,000, only 2,500 people lived in the 
unincorporated area.   
 
With the completion of the Bronx River and the Saw Mill River Parkways in the 1920s 
and 1930s and the New York State Thruway and Tappan Zee Bridge in the 1950s, 
Greenburgh became a heavily populated suburb of New York City.  By 1960, the Town-
wide population was more than five times greater than it was in 1900.  While the 
population of the villages grew immensely in these 60 years, the unincorporated area 
population grew at an even greater rate (thirteen-fold).(2) 

Between 1900 and 
1960, 

unincorporated 
Greenburgh’s  

population grew 
from 2,500 to 

33,585. 

The Villages of the 
Town of Greenburgh 
incorporated in the 

following years: 
Tarrytown - 1870     
Irvington - 1872     

Dobbs Ferry - 1873     
Hastings-on-Hudson 

- 1879               
Ardsley - 1896           

Elmsford - 1910                  

1925 aerial photograph depicting the existing 
farm land surrounding the open air Metz 
Water Reservoir 

2010 aerial photograph depicting the existing 
developed land surrounding the now enclosed 
Metz Water Reservoir 
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Source: Town of Greenburgh, Westchester Co., N.Y. (with) Ashford, (with) Harts Corners, Atlas of New York and vicinity by Fredrick .W. 
Beers, published by Beers, Ellis & Soule, New York, 1868, List No: 0065.018 Page No: 30 Series No: 22  

Figure 2.1 Map of the Town of Greenburgh - 1868 
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Today, the Town of Greenburgh, including its six villages, is Westchester County's 
largest town in population and second largest municipality in population.  
Unincorporated Greenburgh is a busy commercial, industrial and residential 
community with many parks, open space areas and institutions. 
 
The following are some of the people, places and events having roots in 
unincorporated Greenburgh and its villages: 
 

 Saint Andrew’s Golf Club - America's oldest golf club (1888) 
 Boss Tweed - NYC politician, contributor to the development of Central 

Park Avenue 
 Cab Calloway - musician 
 Cyrus Field - the Atlantic Telegraph Company, laid the first telegraph 

cable across the Atlantic Ocean 
 Earliest parkways in the United States - Bronx River and Saw Mill River 
 Evangeline Booth - The Salvation Army founder 
 Felix Warburg - banker, former summer home is now the Greenburgh 

Central School Campus 
 Gordon Parks - photographer, musician 
 Hartsdale Canine Cemetery 
 Henry Gaisman - invented a type of safety razor, Former estate is now 

Hart’s Brook Park and Preserve 
 John Hartford - A&P Supermarket Founder, Former Hartford estate is now 

the Westchester Community College Campus 
 Madame C.J. Walker - first African American self-made female millionaire 
 Mark Zuckerberg - co-founder of Facebook 
 Madison Square Garden training facility New York Rangers, Knicks and Liberty  
 Roy Campanella - professional baseball player 
 Tom Carvel - developer of the soft ice-cream industry, first Carvel store was 

located on Central Park Avenue 
 Walter Winchell - reporter/radio 
 Washington Irving - author, The Legend of Sleepy Hollow 

 
Some individuals are considered "permanent" residents of unincorporated Greenburgh 
since they "reside" in historic Ferncliff Cemetery on Secor Road, including:  
 

 “Aaliyah” Dana Haughton - singer 
 Ed Sullivan - newspaper, TV personality 
 Joan Crawford - actress 
 Judy Garland - actress 
 Malcolm X - human rights activist 

Tom Carvel 

Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs 
Division, [reproduction number, LC-DIG-
npcc-04050] 

Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs 
Division, Carl Van Vechten Collection, 
[reproduction number, LC-DIG-npcc-
04099] 

Evangeline Booth 

Cab Calloway 

Library of Congress, Prints & Photo-
graphs Division, Carl Van Vechten 
Collection, [reproduction number, LC-
USZ62-114805] 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atlantic_Telegraph_Company
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transatlantic_telegraph_cable
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transatlantic_telegraph_cable
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2.2 Geography 
 

The Town of Greenburgh is located in the south central portion of Westchester County 
in New York State and includes 31 square miles of land between the Hudson River on 
the west and the Bronx River on the east.  It contains five (5) major highways and 
parkways (I-87, I-287, the Bronx River, Sprain Brook and Saw Mill River parkways), and 
three major commercial corridors (Central Park Avenue - Rt. 100, White Plains-
Tarrytown Road - Rt. 119 and Saw Mill River Road - Rt. 9A).  
 
Greenburgh is bound on the north by the Town of Mount Pleasant and on the south by 
the City of Yonkers.   East of the Bronx River are the Town of North Castle, the City of 
White Plains and the Town/Village of Scarsdale.  There are six incorporated villages 
within the Town: Ardsley, Dobbs Ferry, Elmsford,  Hastings-on-Hudson, Irvington and 
Tarrytown.  
 
The unincorporated area of the Town of Greenburgh, hereinafter referred to as 
“unincorporated Greenburgh,” is the subject of this Plan. Unincorporated Greenburgh 
occupies approximately 18 square miles and includes numerous neighborhoods. 
Unincorporated Greenburgh is served by a Police Department, Department of Public 
Works, three combination (career and volunteer) fire districts, seven fire protection 
districts and nine independent public school districts.  
 

2.3 Regional Planning Context 
 

Inter-municipal transportation planning is primarily conducted through the New York 
Metropolitan Transportation Council (NYMTC). Transportation, Mobility and Access 
(Chapter 9.0) lists other important regional transportation-based planning initiatives 
and organizations.  
 
Inter-municipal land-use planning is coordinated through the Westchester County 
Department of Planning. Economic Development (Chapter 11.0) and Land Use and 
Zoning (Chapter 12.0) list other important regional land use-based planning initiatives 
and organizations.  

 
2.3.1. Transportation Partners 
 

Urbanized areas with a population over 50,000 in the United States must have a 
designated Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) in order to qualify for federal 
transportation funding.(3) NYMTC is the MPO for New York City, Long Island and the 
lower Hudson Valley; its geographic boundaries are depicted on Figure 2.2. Its 
members consist of the New York State Department of Transportation (NYS DOT), the 
New York State Thruway Authority (NYSTA), the Metropolitan Transportation Authority 
(MTA), the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey, the City of New York and five 
suburban counties in New York State including Westchester County. NYMTC provides a 
planning forum based on consensus that addresses transportation-related issues, 
develops regional plans and makes decisions on the use of federal transportation 
funds. NYMTC is responsible for creating a Regional Transportation Plan, a Unified 
Planning Work Program for current planning activities and the Transportation 
Improvement Program which establishes funding priorities on a project-by-project 
basis.  

The Town of 
Greenburgh, including 

its six villages, is 
Westchester County's 

largest town in 
population and 
second largest 
municipality in 

population. 



Chapter 2.0 Our Town of Greenburgh 

9-28-16 

 

2-6 

The Guiding Principles that form the backbone of the Plan closely follow NYMTC’s 
regional transportation priorities which focus on five key areas: increased mobility, 
reduced congestion, improved air quality, enhanced economic vitality and improved 
quality of life. The plans, recommendations and decisions advanced by NYMTC play an 
important role in unincorporated Greenburgh’s development, transportation 
infrastructure and transit service. 

 

2.3.2. Westchester County 
 

The Town of Greenburgh is one of 45 municipalities in Westchester County.   The 
County Planning Department and its Planning Board work within this multi-
jurisdictional environment by promoting intergovernmental cooperation and urging 
the participation of municipalities in regional planning efforts. Unincorporated 
Greenburgh, like all municipalities in Westchester, refers certain planning and zoning 
applications and proposals to the County Planning Board for review and 
recommendation pursuant to provisions of the Westchester County Code and NYS 
General Municipal Law. Regional planning at the county level promotes consideration 
of the impact of land-use decisions across municipal borders as well as their general 
relationship to surrounding development and appropriate density. Goals, objectives 
and policies in the Plan specifically note the importance of inter-municipal planning. 
“Special Planning Areas” are introduced in Section 12.8. 

Source: NYMTC 

Figure 2.2 Map of the New York Metropolitan Transportation Council Area 

NYMTC Area 
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 2.3.2.1 Patterns for Westchester: The Land and the People (1995) 
 

Patterns for Westchester: The Land and the People is a statement of land use and 
development policies and strategies adopted by the County Planning Board. Patterns 
advocates sustainable development of “downtowns” or “centers,” the preservation of 
open space and natural resources, and the redevelopment of corridors into better 
functioning and more sustainable areas. It promotes transportation alternatives, 
creation and protection of a range of affordability in housing stock, and regional 
collaboration.(4)  
 
Specific recommendations in Patterns relevant to unincorporated Greenburgh include: 
(1) the promotion of mixed-use development and design enhancement in existing 
corridors such as Central Park Avenue - Rt. 100, White Plains-Tarrytown Road - Rt. 119 
and Saw Mill River Road - Rt. 9A; (2) the enhancement of transit opportunities; and (3) 
amenities promoting pedestrian activity. Public input from the visioning sessions of the 
Plan was consistent with many of the recommendations of Patterns. 
 

2.3.2.2 Westchester 2025 
 

Westchester 2025 - Context for County and Municipal Planning and Policies to Guide 
County Planning was adopted by the County Planning Board on May 6, 2008, and 
amended January 5, 2010. Westchester 2025 is meant to guide county decisions that 
may impact or shape land use as well as to provide guidance to Westchester’s 45 
municipalities for use in their own comprehensive plans. This document replaces the 
policies but not the strategies that are set forth in Patterns and is the first product of a 
larger long-range planning program that has the title Westchester 2025.  
 
The County’s Web site: http:westchester2025.westchestergov.com provides 
demographic information, mapping, archival and new photographs and other relevant 
data that can serve as tools for municipal planning. The County Planning Board intends 
to produce a new county-wide Vision Plan to replace the Patterns map. This Vision Plan 
will be based on County planners working closely with municipal officials to produce 43 
local vision plans that can then be combined. A component of the Vision Plan’s 
development is the calculation of build-out scenarios under local zoning. Section 12.6 
(Land Use Groupings) of this Plan contains unincorporated Greenburgh’s buildout 
potential.  
 
Westchester 2025’s 15 adopted policies,(5) in summary, are to: 
 

 channel development to centers; 
 enhance transportation corridors; 
 ensure interconnected open space; 
 nurture economic climate; 
 preserve natural resources; 
 support development and preservation of permanently affordable housing; 
 support transportation alternatives; 
 provide recreational opportunities to serve residents; 
 protect historical and cultural resources; 
 maintain utility infrastructure; 
 support vital facilities; 
 engage in regional initiatives; 

Coordinated 
Planning Areas are 
identified in several 
portions of the Plan 

and emphasize 
where inter-

municipal planning 
would provide 

mutual benefits.  

A build out analysis 
is used to understand 

the development 
potential of land 

area by taking into 
account a 

community’s vacant 
and underdeveloped 

land, existing land 
use regulations, 
environmental 

constraints, 
conservation areas 
and rights-of-way.  
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 define and protect community character; 
 promote sustainable technology; and 
 track and respond to trends 

 

2.4 Local Planning Context 
 

Municipal governments in New York State have been granted home rule powers 
enabling them to provide individual services within their jurisdictions. Although each 
municipality regulates land within its own borders, adjacent municipalities share 
common resources such as open space and roadways. Development impacts also are 
shared by adjacent municipalities. The Town of Greenburgh’s Planning Board has Inter-
municipal Agreements (IMAs) with the Villages of Tarrytown and Ardsley that allow a 
member of one municipality to participate as a non-voting member in the 
development approval process of the adjacent municipality for proposals that impact 
both communities. The process allows for greater inter-municipal participation than 
simply referring an application as is required under General Municipal Law.    
 
Each of the municipalities adjacent to unincorporated Greenburgh has planning 
initiatives in varying stages as discussed in Sections 2.4.1 through 2.4.11. The location 
of unincorporated Greenburgh in relation to adjacent municipalities is shown on Figure 
2.3.  
 

2.4.1 Village of Ardsley - Downtown Planning Analysis (2008) 
 

The Village of Ardsley is bordered by unincorporated Greenburgh on its north, east and 
south sides. In November 2008, Ardsley accepted a consultant’s report on a downtown 
planning analysis. The analysis cited four issues within the downtown: traffic 
congestion from the Rt. 9A (Saw Mill River Road) and Ashford Avenue intersection; a 
shortage of parking availability in the business area; a limited community center; and 
long range planning impediments. In order to address these issues, three proposals 
were recommended: (1) expand the existing community center by building an addition 
in the rear; (2) adapt the Westchester Garage (762 Saw Mill River Road) to 
accommodate a community center; and (3) build a mixed use parking structure at 18 
Center Street (currently a parking lot), with a community center on the top level. 
Traffic circulation improvements to the Village’s downtown are planned as mitigation 
of the Ridge Hill Development in the City of Yonkers.  
 

2.4.2 Village of Dobbs Ferry – Dobbs Ferry Vision Plan (2010)  
 

The Village of Dobbs Ferry, which borders a relatively small portion of unincorporated 
Greenburgh to the west, completed its Vision Plan in September 2010. The plan 
identifies 21 distinct neighborhoods in Dobbs Ferry and describes features, 
opportunities, concerns and recommendations. Two neighborhoods in Dobbs Ferry, 
Chauncey Park and Parkway, border unincorporated Greenburgh.  
 
The Chauncey Park neighborhood, located in the vicinity of Lawrence Street, is 
intended to have an intensification of commercial and residential uses on a 
comparatively large scale. The plan recommends a multi-storied parking garage in the 
area of the existing parking lots adjacent to Lawrence Street. The garage could serve 
the neighboring Ardsley and unincorporated Greenburgh communities.  
 

Downtown Ardsley - 
Saw Mill River Road 

Downtown Dobbs 
Ferry - Main Street 

General Municipal 
Law-239m requires 
local government 
agencies to refer 

proposed actions that 
take place within 500 

feet of a municipal 
boundary, county or 
state right-of-way, 
etc. to the County 
Planning Agency.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Home_rule
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The Parkway neighborhood is located along the Saw Mill River Parkway. A small 
portion of this neighborhood borders unincorporated Greenburgh. The Village’s Vision 
Plan recommends changes at the intersection of Lawrence Street and the Saw Mill 
River Parkway to improve traffic patterns and to maintain an acceptable level of 
service.  
 
A project approved in the Village of Dobbs Ferry, known as “Rivertowns Square,” will 
consist of a 138-room hotel, residential and commercial mixed-uses. Section 12.10.2 
(Research and Development Cluster South) of the Plan notes the proximity of the 
Rivertowns Square project to a planning initiative in unincorporated Greenburgh.  
 
The Dobbs Ferry plan includes a number of other recommendations that could have an 
impact on unincorporated Greenburgh. The recommendations include the redesign 
and reconstruction of the Ashford Avenue Bridge; a substantial redesign of on and off 
ramps to the Saw Mill River Parkway; and additional ramp connections to both the 
New York State Thruway and the Saw Mill River Parkway. 
 

2.4.3 The Village of Elmsford – Comprehensive Development Plan (1995);  
Comprehensive Plan Update under development 
 

The Village of Elmsford is entirely surrounded by unincorporated Greenburgh,  
bordering the neighborhoods of North Elmsford, East Irvington, Mayfair-Knollwood 
and Fairview. Elmsford adopted a Comprehensive Plan in 1995 and is currently 
updating its plan. Both New York State Rt. 9A (Saw Mill River Road) and Rt. 119 (White 
Plains-Tarrytown Road) extend through Elmsford and unincorporated Greenburgh to 
form continuous corridors. With the exception of the intersection of Rt. 119 and Rt. 9A 
in Elmsford and the office park section of Rt. 119 in unincorporated Greenburgh, the 
corridors in each municipality have similar traits.  
 
With respect to long term planning initiatives, the prospect of a Tappan Zee Bridge 
replacement and the related transportation corridor investment, which may include a 
BRT option along Rt. 119 or I-287, presents redevelopment opportunities for both 
Elmsford and unincorporated Greenburgh. As part of the Tappan Zee Bridge/I-287 
Corridor Project, transit oriented development (TOD) workshops were held in the 
Village of Elmsford, Village of Tarrytown and unincorporated Greenburgh. Elmsford’s 
Village Center was selected as an area with redevelopment potential for a TOD. 
Sections 12.8.2. (Greenburgh/Elmsford Rt. 9A Planning Area) and 12.8.3 (Rt. 119/
Knollwood Road Planning Area) of the Plan are two Coordinated Planning Areas that 
could benefit from intermunicipal planning.   
 

2.4.4 Village of Hastings-on-Hudson – Comprehensive Plan (2011) 
 

The Village of Hastings-on-Hudson, which borders the Jackson Avenue – Donald Park 
neighborhoods, adopted its Comprehensive Plan on July 19, 2011. It identifies 
challenges such as the anticipated redevelopment of a contaminated waterfront area, 
the potential development of long-held large tracts of land whose landscape defines 
the Village’s corridors, rising housing prices, and the continued escalation of property 
taxes due in part to the loss of tax ratable waterfront industry. It aims to foster 
economic development, to promote environmental sustainability, and to protect and 
enhance community character. The Village’s Comprehensive Plan contains 
recommendations for increased communication and cooperation between Hastings-on

Village of Elmsford 
Gateway 

Downtown Hastings-
on-Hudson - Maple 

Avenue 
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-Hudson and adjacent neighbors to address and solve issues of shared importance. An 
objective of the Village’s plan is to improve bridge connections for cars, bicyclists and 
pedestrians, particularly along Ravensdale Road near Rt. 9A (Saw Mill River Road).  
 

2.4.5 Village of Irvington – Comprehensive Plan (2003) 
 

The Village of Irvington completed its Comprehensive Plan in 2003. Of relevance to 
unincorporated Greenburgh, the Plan defines its portion of East Sunnyside Lane/Taxter 
Road as a connector that accommodates 5,000 to 9,999 daily vehicle trips. It does not 
contain recommendations for East Sunnyside Lane/Taxter Road, as operating 
conditions for vehicles are good and the number of accidents on the road is minimal.  
 

2.4.6 Town of Mount Pleasant  
 

The Town of Mount Pleasant, which borders Landmark at Eastview, the Mack-Cali 
Industrial Park, and the Greenburgh neighborhoods of Knollwood Manor and Mayfair 
Knollwood, and Westchester Meadows and Edgebrook Cooperatives, does not have an 
adopted Comprehensive Plan. The Town’s residential area consists of single-family 
homes, apartments and estates. Mount Pleasant also contains several large office 
parks, which are home to major firms such as New York Life Insurance Company, 
International Business Machines Corp. (I.B.M.), PepsiCo, Inc. and Fuji Photo Film U.S.A., 
Inc. Westchester County’s Valhalla Campus at Grasslands, located just north of 
unincorporated Greenburgh on Rt. 100C, is home to the Westchester Medical Center 
and Westchester Medical College as well as a variety of county-run facilities such as the 
jail and prison, public safety training center and Bee-Line bus garage. The New York 
City Department of Environmental Protection constructed a UV Water Treatment 
Facility in Mount Pleasant that connects to the Delaware Aqueduct in unincorporated 
Greenburgh via underground utilities under Rt. 100C (Grasslands Road). The BioMed 
Realty Trust facilities at Landmark at Eastview are located within both unincorporated 
Greenburgh and Mount Pleasant and are separated by Old Saw Mill River Road.  
 
Section 12.11.1 (Research and Development Cluster North) of the Plan notes the 
coordinated planning potential between the Town of Mount Pleasant and the Town of 
Greenburgh in promoting an enhanced research and development cluster on both 
sides of the border. Approximately 300,000 additional square feet of new laboratory 
and research space was completed in the Town of Mount Pleasant, with a future 
buildout potential of approximately 170,000 additional sq. ft.   
 

2.4.7 Town of North Castle - Comprehensive Plan (1996) 
 

The Town of North Castle, which borders a small portion of unincorporated 
Greenburgh to the northeast of the Bronx River, last updated its Comprehensive Plan 
in 1996. The adjacent North Castle area located along Virginia Road is known as North 
White Plains. The area is zoned “Industrial A District,” which permits warehousing, 
manufacturing and extractive operations, although some of the land has been 
converted to office/warehouse and/or retail use.  Major uses in this area are Peckham 
Concrete and Metro North’s North White Plains yard/support facility. In addition, the 
area adjacent to unincorporated Greenburgh contains several Revolutionary War 
historical sites such as Washington's Headquarters and the Miller Hill battle site. 
Approximately 80 acres of this 85 acre site are developed.  
 

Downtown Irvington - 
Main Street 

Town Hall - Mount 
Pleasant  

Town Hall - North 
Castle 
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2.4.8 Town/Village of Scarsdale – Comprehensive Plan (1994)/ Update of the 
Village Center Component of its Comprehensive Plan (2010) 
 

The Town/Village of Scarsdale, which borders the unincorporated Greenburgh 
neighborhoods of Edgemont and Hartsdale, completed its Comprehensive Plan in 
1994. Two thoroughfares, Fenimore and Popham Roads (which become East Hartsdale 
Avenue and Ardsley Road in Greenburgh), link Scarsdale with unincorporated 
Greenburgh. Residents from each municipality utilize train stations and commercial 
districts in the neighboring community on a daily basis. The Scarsdale train station area 
is characterized as a Village Center. The nearby Edgemont neighborhood consists of 
single family residences. Similarly, in unincorporated Greenburgh, the Hartsdale train 
station within the Hartsdale Center District is used by residents of the single family 
residential areas known as Greenacres and Fox Meadow in Scarsdale. 
 
Scarsdale adopted an update (2010) of the Village Center Component of its 
Comprehensive Plan. The plan provides recommendations for future development on 
three key sites, encourages development that is context sensitive and recommends 
permitting increased density in exchange for certain public amenities and for 
residential uses.  
 

2.4.9 Village of Tarrytown – Comprehensive Plan (2007) 
 

The Village of Tarrytown, which borders the East Irvington and Glenville 
neighborhoods, completed its Comprehensive Plan in 2007. The plan recommends 
support of commercial, office and residential development along Rt. 119 (White Plains-
Tarrytown Road). The plan also recommends developing a Master Plan or strategy for 
the protection of the Tarrytown Lakes.  
 
Tarrytown also participated in the Tappan Zee Bridge/I-287 Corridor Project and 
identified areas with redevelopment potential for a TOD. A potential node at the 
intersection of  Rt. 9 (Broadway) and Rt. 119 (White Plains Road) was identified. This 
node could work in concert with stops along Rt. 119 in unincorporated Greenburgh, 
the Village of Elmsford, the City of White Plains and points east. Section 12.8.1. (Rt. 
119/White Plains Road Office Park Mixed-Use District) of the Plan identifies a 
Coordinated Planning Area with the Village of Tarrytown, which builds on this concept.  
 
A property known as the “Greystone parcel” is located in both unincorporated 
Greenburgh and Tarrytown. A 55-acre portion of the Greystone parcel, located in 
unincorporated Greenburgh, is adjacent to the Taxter Ridge Park Preserve. Access to 
the parcel in unincorporated Greenburgh, which is approved to contain 12 one-family 
residences and 23 acres of open space, will be from a gated entrance in connection 
with an eight-lot subdivision in the Village of Tarrytown. Further inter-municipal 
coordination is important to ensure that trail access to this new open space and the 
open space of the Taxter Ridge Park Preserve is connected and enhanced. An 
additional trail access point and parking lot is expected to be approved along Taxter 
Road in unincorporated Greenburgh. 

 

Downtown Scarsdale 

Downtown Tarrytown 
- Main Street 
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2.4.10. City of White Plains – Comprehensive Plan (2006) 
 

The City of White Plains, which borders the Fulton Park and Fairview neighborhoods to 
the east, and the College Corners neighborhood to the southeast, updated its 1997 
Comprehensive Plan in 2006. White Plains is a regional center and destination for 
business, government and transportation. The City of White Plains is the Westchester 
County seat. 
 
According to White Plains’ plan, “the vision for the future form of White Plains is one of 
a suburban city with a vibrant and healthy Core Area that combines places to work, live 
and shop in a well-designed urban setting; high-quality residential neighborhoods of 
diverse character and densities; aesthetically appealing corridors, some characterized 
by an open space quality and others by commercial vitality; and major properties 
developed to complement the surrounding neighborhoods and preserve significant 
environmental and open space resources.” Its recommendations call for balancing, 
maintaining and strengthening the City's economic sectors through selective support of 
additional commercial development and support for more limited residential 
development. It emphasizes that the Core Area should remain the commercial and 
retail hub of Westchester County, while also containing vibrant residential areas. 
Downtown residential development has become, and will continue to be, a major 
economic tool for the City to create a truly livable, “walkable” urban environment with 
a 24/7 character which supports the other major economic generators - office and 
retail. Over the last decade, the dramatic growth of the downtown core and 
surrounding areas has helped to shape and advance the goals and objectives of the 

City’s Comprehensive Plan. (6)
 

 
Rt. 119 (Tarrytown Road) and Rt. 100 (Central Park Avenue) both enter unincorporated 
Greenburgh from White Plains. The intersection of these corridors is adjacent to multi-
modal transit options including the White Plains Train Station, numerous Westchester 
County Bus routes, biking trails and pedestrian amenities. Westchester County, 
through NYMTC, is exploring an initiative to create a BRT route along Central Park 
Avenue from White Plains to New York City. This initiative would require inter-
municipal coordination and common objectives. Section 12.8.5. (Greenburgh Gateway 
Planning Area) of the Plan is an identified Coordinated Planning Area with the City of 
White Plains which builds on these concepts.  
 
 
 

2.4.11 City of Yonkers – Comprehensive Plan (1997) 
 

The City of Yonkers is located to the south of unincorporated Greenburgh and borders 
the Donald Park neighborhood and several Edgemont neighborhoods. Yonkers 
completed its Comprehensive Plan in 1997 and adopted the plan in 2000 (the previous 
master plan was adopted in 1968 and various area or development plans were 
adopted between 1968 and 2010). Rt. 100 (Central Park Avenue) is the principal north/
south commercial corridor linking unincorporated Greenburgh with Yonkers.  
 
A 1.2 million-square-foot mixed-use project known as Westchester Ridge Hill in 
Yonkers is located within close proximity to the Donald Park and Edgemont 
neighborhoods. Planned mitigation includes roadway improvements in the Town of 
Greenburgh and Village of Ardsley, partially funded by the Ridge Hill developer. The 
reconstruction of the intersection at Jackson Avenue and Sprain Road in 
unincorporated Greenburgh is planned. The widening of Rt. 9A in the Village of 
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Ardsley, north of the intersection of Rt. 9A and Ashford Avenue was completed in 
2016. From a regional perspective, the Ridge Hill development is expected to remain a 
major retail destination and provide increased competition for the portion of the 
Central Park Avenue corridor within unincorporated Greenburgh.  
 
There are planned expansion (commercial and hotel) projects at the Cross County 
Shopping Center which will also provide increased competition for the portion of the 
Central Park Avenue corridor within unincorporated Greenburgh.  
 
Other development proposals and developable land in Yonkers in the vicinity of 
unincorporated Greenburgh, include those at the Austin Avenue site, which contains 
Stew Leonard’s, Costco and Home Depot. The site contains portions of land that was 
once a landfill that is being capped. A project consisting of a total of 225,000 sq. ft. of 
commercial space (Target) is approved at the site. Safe vehicular circulation in this 
portion of the City of Yonkers and the Town of Greenburgh will be an important 
contribution to the viability of these developments.   
 
Continued coordinated planning efforts and assistance from Westchester County and 
the City of Yonkers will be necessary as these projects will continue to produce 
significant traffic volumes in the Town of Greenburgh.  
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