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PRESS RELEASE 
 

TOWN OF GREENBURGH TO UNDERTAKE A 
COMMUNITY BASED PLANNING INITIATIVE TO UPDATE 

THE TOWN’S COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
 
 

The Greenburgh Town Board announced today that the Town of 

Greenburgh has moved to the next step in embarking in the preparation of a full-

featured Comprehensive Plan for the unincorporated area of the Town of 

Greenburgh.  Having already created a Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee 

to oversee development of the plan, and having selected the consulting firm of 

Ferrandino & Associates Inc. of Elmsford, New York to ensure the plan 

addresses the town’s needs while complying with NYS law, the Town is ready 
to hold its Comprehensive Plan ‘Kick-off meeting’ this Saturday, March 8, 
2008, from 9:45 AM to noon, at the Multipurpose Center at Anthony Veteran 
Park, on Heatherdell Road.  Supervisor Paul Feiner said, “broad-based public 

participation throughout the planning process is essential for the town to get the 

maximum benefit from the Plan.” 
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The new Comprehensive Plan will look at important issues for the future of 

Greenburgh, including economic development, open space, affordable housing, 

roads and traffic, flooding, Tappan Zee Bridge replacement impacts, and others 

that will affect residents’ lives in the future. When completed in 2010, the 

Comprehensive Plan will be the Town’s “road map” for future development and 

decision-making. 

As with all community-based planning, the Town is initiating a public 

process to encourage public involvement, build consensus and develop a 

comprehensive plan which will define the character of the Town; identify the 

defining character and current development patterns of individual neighborhoods; 

and will evaluate current, future and potential development patterns and 

pressures that will impact the Town. The result will be a vision of what the Town 

should be in the future.  The chair of the Town-appointed Comprehensive Plan 

Steering Committee (CPSC), Councilman Francis Sheehan, echoed Supervisor 

Feiner’s call for residents to actively participate in developing this Plan to ensure 

its success.  “We need residents to tell us their vision for a Greenburgh they 

would like to leave for their children,” he said.  He added, “Residents with issues 

about town taxes, flooding, parking, affordable housing, community character, 

green technology, smart growth, open space, or a host of other topics should 

attend the Kick-off meeting.  This is the community’s plan.” 

In addition to the Kick-off meeting on Saturday, there will be a series of 

public input meetings (8–10) throughout the Town to gather opinions on 

community, neighborhood and Town wide issues.  The first such meeting will 

take place on March 11, 2008 at 7:30 PM at the Irvington Recreation Center.
The proposed Comprehensive Plan is designed to improve Greenburgh’s 

quality of life, promote the community character the Town’s residents envision 

and provide needed support services, while finding ways to reduce the tax 

burden.  The economic development part of the full-featured plan will evaluate 

tax impacts of development choices on Town, school and fire taxes, while 

reaching out to the Town’s six (6) Villages and abutting municipalities in 

developing the Plan to avoid “border war development,” and updating the Town’s 
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affordable housing study to significantly expand affordable housing opportunities 

for Town residents and their children who want to remain in Greenburgh.  Central 

Avenue market repositioning will also be part of the analysis. The Plan will also 

address Tappan Zee Bridge impacts, analyze public facility and infrastructure 

needs of multiple municipal buildings (such as the library, police station, and 

court house) and address storm water management, public safety and 

emergency services, floodplain and flood prone area, critical wetlands and 

groundwater areas, and much, much more. 

 Francis McLaughlin, Chair of the Planning Board and Vice Chair of the CPSC 

said: “The Comprehensive Plan is the most important effort this town will make to 

determine the future look of Greenburgh.  It will only be truly comprehensive if 

the residents from all of the unique areas of our town bring their ideas to us to 

help create a livable community that serves the residents well.” 

 Community Development and Conservation Commissioner Thomas Madden, 

described a Comprehensive Plan is “an important facet of the Town as it sets a 

strong foundation for community that guides growth and development while 

balancing the needs of the residents.” 

 “The first step in public outreach is the Kick-off meeting, and this Saturday will 

start a marathon of meetings with the public between now and June,” 

Councilman Sheehan said.  

 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 

The Town of Greenburgh completed a narrowly focused Comprehensive 
Plan, as prepared by The Saratoga Associates and Edwards and Kelcey, Inc., 
dated October 2000, which was adopted by the Town Board dated January 2003.  
The Plan was further amended in May 2004 to provide for a mandatory review 
and update of the Plan every five years.  As Councilman Sheehan has said, “The 
Town has spent more on legal fees defending the existing plan than the plan 
originally cost.  It makes sense to do a full-featured plan that needs the town’s 
short and long term needs, while reducing the legal fees of defending the existing 
plan.” 
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By resolution dated March 14, 2007, the Town Board of the Town of 
Greenburgh appointed a nine member Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee 
(CPSC) charged with recommending a professional planning consultant and then 
working with the consultant to update and expand the town’s Comprehensive 
Plan.  The Committee consisted of Commissioner of Community Development 
and Planning Mark Stellato, Conservation Advisory Council Chair Teresa Mae 
Tori, Community Liaison Madelon O’Shea, Community Liaison Ella Preiser, the 
Historic and Landmarks Preservation Board Chair Eda Burne, Planning Board 
Chair Frances McLaughlin (vice chair), Planning Board Member Walter Simon, 
the Planning Board and Zoning Board of Appeals Liaison Councilman Francis 
Sheehan (chair), and Zoning Board of Appeals Chair Steven Belasco.  Thomas 
Madden replaced Mark Stellato as Commissioner last month and was appointed 
to the CPSC on February 27.  Each member may appoint an alternate to serve. 

 
On March 26, 2007, the CPSC, issued a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) 

with a return date of April 27, 2007, which was published on the American 
Planning Association and New York Planning Federation web sites, and 
distributed to any individual or consultant who requested a copy during the 
solicitation period.  The CPSC received ten responses to the RFQ, and after 
review of the all the responses, the CPSC prepared a detailed Request for 
Proposal (RFP) which set forth the objectives of the Comprehensive Plan update. 

 
On May 31, 2007, the CPSC, based upon the responses received from 

the RFQ’s and a review of the responding firms’ staff qualifications and 
experience in preparing Comprehensive Plans in New York State, sent the RFP 
to six of the ten responding firms with a return date for the RFP of June 28, 2007.  
After receipt and extensive review by the CPSC of the responses to the RFP, the 
CPSC selected five consulting teams to be interviewed. After interviewing the 
firms recommended by the CPSC, the Town Board found that the firm of 
Ferrandino & Associates Inc. had the most extensive experience in preparing 
Comprehensive Plans, planning and zoning reviews, neighborhood plans, special 
studies, code revisions, and has developed Master Plans for a number of 
municipalities throughout Westchester County and New York State. 

 
On October 24, 2007, the Town Board passed a resolution, authorizing 

the Supervisor to enter into an Agreement with the Consultant to undertake the 
Comprehensive Plan. 

 
In December, Supervisor Feiner signed the contract with Ferrandino & 

Associates Inc. to prepare, update, and expand the Town’s Comprehensive Plan 
over a thirty month period at a total cost not to exceed $405,000, as more fully 
detailed in a revised scope of work and budget dated October 10, 2007, which 
shall be paid for in phases:  The first phase of the Project shall be at a cost not to 
exceed $200,000 through December 31, 2008.  The second phase of the Project 
shall be at a cost not to exceed $205,000 and shall be paid over the subsequent 
18 months of the Project. 
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Ferrandino & Associates Inc. [F&A], located at 3 West Main Street, 

Elmsford, New York 10523, is a multi-disciplinary planning consulting firm with 
offices in Elmsford, New York. The firm has extensive experience in 
comprehensive planning, zoning and land use studies, environmental impact 
statement preparation and review, traffic analysis, economic and market 
analysis, historic preservation planning, GIS mapping, urban design and permit 
processing.  F&A services municipalities, large and small, County, State and 
Federal agencies, not-for-profit groups, and private corporations, developers and 
institutions.  The firm has been active throughout Westchester, Rockland, 
Putnam, Dutchess, Orange, Ulster, Greene, Herkimer, Broome, Nassau, and 
Suffolk Counties, as well as in the five boroughs of New York City, New Jersey, 
Connecticut, Massachusetts, South Carolina, Illinois and the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico. 

F&A’s land use and zoning experience includes preparation of 
comprehensive plans, zoning ordinances, historic district ordinances and urban 
renewal plans, corridor studies, neighborhood plans, downtown plans and hamlet 
studies.  The firm’s economic development experience includes the preparation 
of market studies for retail, office, hotel, industrial and residential uses, 
neighborhood, hamlet, corridor and downtown plans, marketing and business 
recruitment plans, local and regional economic development plans, as well as 
economic and fiscal impact analyses for public and private sector clients. F&A 
has established a solid presence in the Hudson Valley, servicing many of its 
municipalities, as well as many private clients, in a number of capacities.  

For the Town’s Comprehensive Plan, Ferrandino & Associates Inc. will be 
calling on the following specialty sub-consultants: Dvirka & Bartilucci, 
Engineering Consultants, for infrastructure; Fitzgerald & Halliday, Inc., for 
transportation analyses; Fairweather Consulting, for economic analyses; and 
Steven Tilly, Architect, for green architecture/public facilities. 
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